Y2                    NOAH WEBSTER.

The great demand  that  there was for

H|;                               elementary school-books, the real advance

of Webster's over any then existing, the
promptness with which he  met  the first
call, all these causes combined to give a
great impetus to the little book.    At first
sight there seems something amusing in the
importance which not only Webster  but
other men of the time attached to the spell-
ing-book.    Timothy Pickering, in camp at
Newburgh, waiting for the final word of
disbanding, sat up into the night to read
it!    " By the eastern post yesterday," he
writes to his wife, " I was lucky enough to
receive the new spelling-book [Webster's]
I mentioned in my last, and instead  of
sleeping (for I had a waking fit which pre-
vented me), I read it through last night,
except that I only examined a part of the
different tables.    I am much pleased with
it.    The author is ingenious, and writes
from his own experience as a school-master,
as well as the best authorities ; and the time
will come when no authority, as an Eng-
lish grammarian, will be superior to his
own.   It is the very thing I have so long
wished for, being much dissatisfied with any